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_ _ -  affidavit  qf  pans  euan  mascn. 

-  - 

I,  No  145281  F/0  DENIS  BRIM  MASON ,  RAF,  at  present  stationed  at 
Cosford  nr.  Wolverhampton,  and  with  permanent  home  address  at  15, 
Chalkpit  Terrace,  Dorking,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows;- 

When  I  arrived  at  LAHAT  Camp  frcti  Amboina  town  on  18  August  1944  I 
found  tnat  there  was  no  accommodation  for  my  party  as  the  camp  was 
a_ready  very  badly  overcrowded.  The  Japs  took  us  to  some  huts  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  camp  that  had  been  occupied  by  a  Javanese  Labour 
Battalion  from  Java, 

Fart  of  the  huts  were  still  occupied  by  the  remainder  of  the  Battalioi 
ice0  their  rotting  corpses,  V/e  ha  d  to  dispose  of  these  corpses  and 
extend  the  existing  accommodation  to  make  roan  for  the  incoming  party 
of  British  and  Dutch  Fb'.Io 


|  This 


new  part  of  the 


camp  wa3  now  joined  to  the  existing  one. 


A  Jap  staff  were  of  course  already  operating, 
the  addition  of  Jap  Lt.  ICurishima.  Jap  Sgt,  Lori 
Kasama  and  numberous  Koreans, 


This  was  augmented  by 
,  Korean  interpreter 


Senior  Eritish  Officer  was  Major  Gibson,  RA/AA, 

A  f@vr  day®  later  iAjor  (now  Col,)  Anami  joined  the  camp. 

Accommodation  was  shockingly  overcrowded,  each  F.7  of  which  there  were 
about  four  thousand,  was  lucky  to  have  12  sq,  ft.  per  man.  My  party 
had  to  lie  on  the  earth  floor. 

Water  was  reasonable,  being  obtained  frctn  a  spring. 

Food  'was  very  bad,  consisting  of  never  more  than  150  grammes  of  rice 
a  day  and  nothing  else. 


Sickness  and  deaths  among  the  Bs 17  still  continued  at  an  alarming  rate. 

Working  parties  still  continued  principally  loading  ships. 

No  clothing,  boots  or  bedding  etc.,  was  issued  to  us. 

No  recreation  or  Church  services  were  allowed.  Nor  were  any  letters 
or  Red  cross  parcels  ever  received  by  us  while  we  were  there. 

Medical  supplies  were  almost  unobtainable.  The  only  medical  supplies 
|  we  had,  were  those  scrounged  by  the  Pa’W  from  the  Jap  stores  whilst 
I  loading  the  ships. 
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\  Sven  the  British  CC  canp  and  all  the  B7  Officers,  including  the  very 
)  sick  had  to  work  constructing  ARB  trenches  for  the  Japanese. 

With  regard  to  personalities  there  wa3  a  particularly  brutal  and 
cruel  Korean  named  KflKINCI&,  who  was  employed  in  the  P,7  cookhouse, 
Previously  I  had  been  badly  beaten  by  the  man  at  LIANG  Camp,  He  used 
to  take  a  s  pecial  delight  in  maltreating  British  Officers,  I  reraembc 
two  PW  Officers  in  particular^,  whom  he  almost  killed  in  this  camp. 
They  v/ere  F/0  Meathrel  and  F/0  J.Reece,  now  both  dead.  KAIUKOICA  was 
nicknamed  rCiCLOPSn» 

SWORN  by  the  said  ) 

DSN  IS  BRIAN  IvESON  ) 

at  6  Spring  Gardens  in  )  D.BoIiASON 

the  City  of  Westminster  ) 

thi3  8th  day  of  February,  1946.  ) 


BSFCFE  IE 

(Signed)  A0  ml  Bell  I.Iacdonald , 

lie  jar, 

Legal  Staff, 

Office  of  the  Judge  .Advocate  General, 

London, 
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